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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Robert W. Griffith (Reg. 48,956) on 1/9/05. 

3. Please replace claims 1, 5, 6, 7, 25, and 26 as shown below: 

1. A method for scheduling responses in a point-to-point communication system having k 
channels, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at a central server a plurality of job requests; 

determining an adaptive schedule for transmitting, via said k channels, data responsive to said 
job requests, wherein the servicing of a first job request via a first channel is interrupted, an 
unserviced portion of said data is returned from a local channel server to said central server, and 
said unserviced portion is subsequently serviced via a second channel so as to service a second 
job request via said first channel in accordance with an updated schedule; and 

calculating a deadline for each of said plurality of job requests, wherein each such deadline 
is calculated based on a processing time corresponding to each said job request, a stretch value 
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corresponding to the processing time, and an arrival time corresponding to each said job request, 
wherein said schedule for processing said job requests is adaptively determined such that each 
said job request is serviced via said channels within said deadline corresponding to each said job 
request. 

5. The method of claim 1, -wherein, in the step of calculating a deadline, the deadline, Dj, 
for each of said plurality of job requests is given by Dj = S x Pi + Ai,-where Pi is a processing 
time corresponding to each said job request, Ai is an arrival time corresponding to each said job 
request, and S is a stretch value. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said processing time further comprises a value 
corresponding to the size of each said job request divided by a channel bandwidth. 

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of proposing said stretch value. 

25. An apparatus for use in scheduling responses in a point-to-point communication system 
having k channels, the apparatus comprising: 

a central server configured: (i) to receive a plurality of job requests; (ii) to determine an 
adaptive schedule for transmitting, via said k channels, data responsive to said job requests, 
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wherein the servicing of a first job request via a first channel is interrupted, an unserviced 
portion of said data is returned from a local channel server to said central server, and said 
unserviced portion is subsequently serviced via a second channel so as to service a second job 
request via said first channel in accordance with an updated schedule; and (iii) to calculate a 
deadline for each of said plurality of job requests, wherein each such deadline is calculated based 
on a processing time corresponding to each said job request, a stretch value corresponding to the 
processing time, and an arrival time corresponding to each said job request, wherein said 
schedule for processing said job requests is adaptively determined such that each said job request 
is serviced via said channels within said deadline corresponding to each said job request. 



26. An article of manufacture for storing one or more software programs for use in a central 
server for scheduling responses in a point-to-point communication system having k channels, 
wherein the one or more programs when executed implement the-steps of: 

determining an adaptive schedule for transmitting, via said k channels, data responsive to 
received job requests, wherein the servicing of a first job request via a first channel is 
interrupted, an unserviced portion of said data is returned from a local channel server to said 
central server, and said unserviced portion is subsequently serviced via a second channel so as to 
service a second job request via said first channel in accordance with an updated schedule; and 

calculating a deadline for each of said plurality of job requests, wherein each such deadline 
is calculated based on a processing time corresponding to each said job request, a stretch value 
corresponding to the processing time, and an arrival time corresponding to each said job request, 
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wherein said schedule for processing said job requests is adaptively determined such that each 
said job request is serviced via said channels within said deadline corresponding to each said job 
request. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth Tang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3772. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM - 6:00PM, Every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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